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CAPE SAAACA 
P O Box 2567, BELLVILLE, 7535, South Africa 

602 Block B, BSE Centre, 89 Voortrekker Rd, Bellville, 7530 

Telephone: (021) 9461712   Facsimile: (021) 949 0045 

capesaaaca@sfa.co.za – www.sfa.co.za 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER 
 

UPCOMING SEPTEMBER TALKS: 
 
Our next talk at 19H00 on Thursday the 30th of September 2010 at the Officers Mess of the 
Cape Town Highlanders Regt inside the Castle of Good Hope will be... 
 

BAYONETS USED BY SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY 
FORCES 1850 till 2010 

(Members are invited to send assisting info and photographs to the Chairman) 

 
The following talk will be at 19H00 on the 28th of October 2010 at the Officers Mess of 
the Cape Town Highlanders Regt inside the Castle of Good Hope. 

 

 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
 

Frozen status regarding the circumstances surrounding the administration of the 
Firearm Control Act by the responsible SAPS Department. 
 
It is a sad state of affairs that the responsible legal firearm owning Citizens of this country finds itself in.   
 
Without being assuming I can quite correctly make the statement that the average firearm owner, if not 
confused, are very frustrated with the current circumstances regarding the general SAPS CFR competence of 
firearm license applications administration.  A situation somewhat alleviated by the urgent court interdict by 
SAHGCA against the CFR of the SAPS and the Minister of Police, but left hanging without any seeming result. 
 
We are nearing the end of another year, with this situation still unresolved and a myriad of negative 
consequences playing out its hand on various levels of society, be it economically or politically. 
 
This being the core litigation action initiated by the Citizens of the RSA to protect its interest against reckless 
and incompetent governance of its duties by the responsible Department, it is imperative to take note of the 
future intentions and spirit of the Executive of SAHGCA mandate from its members in this matter, and I quote; 
 

“The difficulty with the decision to litigate or not rests on the expectation that the outcome of 

negotiations and therefore the outcome of the Task Team, would render a much better dispensation 

than a verdict in favour of SAHGCA. It is important to remember that the court action and the 

negotiation process carry a certain amount of uncertainty in the outcome. 

It is the opinion of the EC that publication by the Minister on the findings of the Task Team is near 

and appeals to members to exercise caution and patience and in the mean time still leave the decision 
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whether or not to continue with the court action in the hands of the EC. 

The EC has decided should there not be noticeable and satisfactory progress or indications that the 

Minister of Police does not demonstrate the political will to solve the problem by the beginning of 

October 2010, SAHGCA will forthwith change its modus operandi.” 
 
CAPE SAAACA as part of NAACCSA supports SAHGCA fully in its endeavours to protect the interests of its 
members at large.   
 
To the same effect we watch the proceedings of smaller similar court actions brought by concerned interest 
groups. 
 
As matters evolve we caution everyone to ensure, notwithstanding the pending court cases (that to some 
extent created expectations in some folk’s minds), that they remain legally compliant and responsible.  To that 
end members must apply 3 months before any firearm license or competency expires.   In the harsh reality of 
politics we cannot expect any magic pixie dust result to sweep away our woes and have to remain pragmatic 
in our ownership whilst our organised endeavours promote our responsible interests. 
 
On another more positive note I include the following request from Guy Ficq from Gauteng SAAACA. 
 

Boer Mauser Collectors 

Match the bolt 

 
SAAACA- Southern Africa Arms and Ammunition Collectors Association have embarked on a project 

to compile information on mismatched Boer Mausers.  We are appealing to collectors or owners of 

Boer Mausers with mismatched bolts to their rifles to provide us with the serial number of the rifle and 

bolt.  Please take note of the four series of rifles and carbines used by the ZAR that is the A, and B 

series of which 10 000 of each numbered 1-10 000, with letter prefix used, the third series being 10 000 

which had no letter prefix and lastly the 7000 carbines with turned down bolt handles numbered 1-

7000 with no letter prefix.  The above are all ZAR Mausers.  OVS Mausers are all marked as such, and 

are easily identified of which only 7900 were purchased. 

 

Our goal is to re-unite rifles and bolts that were separated during and after the Anglo Boer War.  Even 

if you do not wish to swap a bolt we would still have the pleasure in advising a collector that the 

correct bolt is with a particular collector. 

 

To ensure confidentiality Gui Ficq will collect the information.  Any enquires may be directed to Gui.  

It will not be displayed on a web site.  However information will be provided on request. 

 

Assisting in this project are fellow collectors Dave George in Australia, as well as Ron Bester and Allan 

Raves, both of South-Africa. 

 

For more information on Boer Mauser we refer you to the book of Ron Bester: “Small Arms of the 

Anglo-Boer War” and Dave George’s book “Carvings from the Veldt”.  Dave may be contacted by 

any interested in his book,  any enquires to “Small Arms of the Anglo Boer War” may be directed to 

Gui who will provide copies. 

 

My best wishes and thanks to fellow collectors. 

 

Gui Ficq  

EXCO member of GAUTENG SAAACA 

Johannesburg 

South - Africa  

P.O. BOX  6120 WESTGATE, 1724 

EMAIL  : gdficq@gdficq.co.za 

FAX : 011 760 3784 or 086 616 4057 

TEL NO: 011 760 2558/9 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

 

Members are also reminded NOT to submit any formal membership documents at any of our events, but to 

post it to our postal address by registered mail or alternative submit it in person to our Offices in Bellville.  It is 

imperative that we keep proper control over such important and confidential legal documents. 

 

WARNING: 

 

The Chairman reports that he still finds at his monthly meeting with the SAPS WC CFR that firearm collectors 

do not attach all requirements as Private Collectors. 

 

To license a firearm as a collector, one has to be a Categorised Private Collector AND attach the following 

documentation to that end to each SAP 271 license application; 

 

1. Stamped/signed/dated sworn avadavat of your Categorisation certification as Private Collector 

reflecting your Field of Interest details. 

2. Stamped/signed/dated copy of your approved Motivation per Field of Interest. 

3.  Stamped/signed/dated copy your Field of Interest Schedule. 

4. Copy of your current CS membership card reflecting your status as categorised private collector and 

good standing. 

 

Without these documents one cannot apply for a firearm license as a private collector. 

 

If you have any queries, contact the Membership Convenor, Robert Nothhaft, at roronoma@telkomsa.net. 

 

Refer our web site www.capesaaaca.co.za for SAPS CFR related forms  

or go directly to; 

 
http://www.saps.gov.za/crime_prevention/firearms/formseng.htm 
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WEB SITE: 
 

www.capesaaaca.co.za 
 

Download application forms, refer to popular links, keep abreast of affairs as it unfolds, etc. 
 
Part of our web site is to keep you informed of all CAPE SAAACA EVENTS and other related 
interest group activities.  Members are reminded to submit information on any related activities and 
or events to be included on our web site calendar.  Invite all those other clubs and associations with 
complementing interests to post their events for free to promote it as a site where everyone can go 
to see on one site what’s on when.  Contact the webmaster at: webmaster@capesaaaca.co.za 
 
To help YOU promote your own collection, we are going to create a “FINDERS CORNER” where 
everyone can post notices of such items they are still looking for.  Mail a list with your direct contact 
details of what you are looking for to the Chairman. 
 

The “MEMBERSHIP FORUM” is the space to post interesting subject topics or post questions on 
research matters you might be looking for some advice.  Submit such information to 
web@capesaaaca.co.za or forward to the Chairman. 
 
Our web site also offers an opportunity for anybody to advertise for free any firearm or general 
militaria or historical artefacts they wish to sell.  See “TRADERS CORNER”.   Visit our web site to 
view some excellent bargains!  Contact our webmaster with the necessary information, a digital 
picture in Jpeg format and price and contact details.  webmaster@capesaaaca.co.za 
 
We suggest you refer anyone who decided to get rid of their firearms to place a free add on 
our web site and or to contact Andrew to have it put on auction rather than hand it in to the 
SAPS for destruction. 
 

ACCREDITED DEALERS: 
 

Visit our web site to support our accredited dealers. 
 
CITY GUNS: www.cityguns.co.za ; info@cityguns.co.za ; 021 424 9030 
 
CLASSIC ARMS: www.classicarms.co.za ; andrew@classicarms.co.za ; 013 656 2923 

AUCTION 31 October 2009 – visit web site 

 
SUBURBAN GUNS Plumstead:  Charles Montgomery.  www.suburbanguns.co.za ; 021 797 8787 
 
PAROW ARMS & AMMO:  www.parowarms.co.za ; Joe Da Silva at parowarms@mweb.co.za ; 
021 939 8835 
 
ELCAPRISCO ARMS & AMMO: Herbie Johnson & Henk Mulder at sales@elcaprisco.co.za or 
www.elcaprisco.co.za 
 
CFW: Specialist dehumidifiers at affordable prices. Visit www.cfw.co.za or contact Ralph at 
Ralph@cfw.co.za ; 021 931 3165 

 
ZIMBI BOOKS: www.zimbibooks.com  with a 5% discount to Cape SAAACA members, quote membership number. 
 
THE MILITARY BOOKSHOP:  Johan van den Berg at warbooks@mweb.co.za with a 10% discount ditto 

above 
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The “DEALERS MARKET” on our web allows Dealers to offer various items for sale to Collectors.  
More later, but let it suffice that we have to do everything we can to promote networking on all 
levels to ensure the big picture survival of all role players to allow us a place in the sun to pursue 
our interest as Private Collectors.   
 

 

 

CAPE SAAACA SHOOTING DISCIPLINES: 
 
While we as collectors learn a lot from historical records about our collections, shooting them 
teaches us what was possible and how they performed.  That certainly opens new insights around 
our interest fields.   
 

Although past attendance established that current interest were more on fun shoots, we hope to 
attract enough attention in the various categories to eventually facilitate formal historical shoots and 
possible competitions. 

 

COME AND TRY YOUR HAND WITH THAT CHERISHED PIECE IN YOUR SAFE THAT LONGS TO HEAR 
ITSELF ONCE AGAIN COME ALIVE FOR WHAT IT WAS MANUFACTURED FOR, AND TO SHARE IT AT 
A SHOW AND TELL MEETING WITH FELLOW COLLECTORS! 

 

FUTURE SHOOTS: 
 
DATES:  Sat 2

nd
 of October 

 
TIME:   09H30 for 10H00. 

VENUE: Range 1 (Handgun Range) NSADF Range at ATLANTIS off the R307 highway. 

RANGE OFFICERS: Graeme Smith RO in charge   

Francois du Toit (Safety) 

COSTS: R20,00 

 

Shoots at Atlantis can unfortunately only be booked quarterly in advance and you will be advised 

of the next quarter’s dates in our next newsletter and it will also be posted our web site calendar.  

 

Report from the Range Officer:  Graeme Smith – graemesmith@mtnloaded.co.za 

 
 Our last shoot: 

The weather looked like it might have turned out bad, but it didn’t. A few shooters might not have showed 

up, because of that, but in the end, it turned out to be a nice day for shooting. We had a great shoot this 

month for those who did show. Paul Brown and family, thanks for your consistency for being at the range 

every month. 

 

Between the shooting, firearm-talk is always the order of the day, as well as a short show-and-tell. Peter 

Voigt brought out some pretty nice rifles to the shoot. He brought along a Pedersoli reproduction of the 1865 

Gibbs, one of the most famous rifles in the field of precision target shooting. I took a shot with it and was 

pretty impressed. As Paul wrote to me afterwards, “It was a real treat for all of us to get a go with Peter's 

"elephant gun"!”  
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He also brought his Martini Henry along and then didn’t think twice about giving everyone there a shot with 

both of his rifles. It was my first shoot with a Martini Henry and I liked it so much that I might be looking for 

one. Peter then went and demonstrated to all of us how accurate the Martini is when he shoots it. Peter also 

shot with a beautifully preserved and cased shotgun. The case had a history just as rich as the shotgun itself.   

  

Thanks, Peter, for the very informative lessons in your firearms and for allowing us to shoot with them.  

 

Terry Reinders was also there for the first time in a while and brought out his semi-auto  Ruger 10/22  

rimfire rifle chambered in .22 Long Rifle. It is fitted with a scope and it has a removable 10-round 

rotary magazine which allows the magazine to fit flush with the bottom of the stock. Knowing that Terry has 

a vast collection of .22’s, I asked him, “Of all your .22’s, why did you grab this one this morning to come shoot 

with?” Surprisingly, his answer was, “Actually, come to think of it, out of my whole collection, I always grab 

this one first without thinking about it.” Being a huge Ruger fan myself, I can fully relate. Thanks, Terry, for 

giving us a go with your Ruger as well.   

 

Thanks as well to Paul Brown for always allowing fellow shooters to shoot with his wonderful M1 Carbine.  

  

So for this month’s shoot I can say that Muzzle Loaders, classic Hinged-Block (lever-action?) Martini Henry’s, 

bolt-action rifles, semi-auto’s and handguns were the order of the day, as well as shotguns.  

  

Bring your firearms, your family and some friends and neighbours along. What’s the use of collecting 

firearms if you cannot shoot it, or at least show it or share it with other shooters or even non-shooters.   

 

 

About our shoots: 

Every Cape SAAACA shoot is a casual and open, shoot-what-you-bring day, until further notice.  

 

If you feel that you want to shoot that nice collectors piece to get the cobwebs out of it, please feel free to 

contact us through our web-site www.capesaaaca.co.za or just pop in at Range 1, in Atlantis, normally every 

1st Saturday of every month.  

 

IT’S FUN AND IT SMELLS OF CORDITE! 

 

 

 

Notes on the monthly talks held on the 26th of August 2010 at the CTH mess at the 

Castle:  (Where possible members submitted their own notes on the topics displayed) 
 
The Chairman started proceedings by welcoming the 26 members and guests that showed up for the evening. 
He explained that he was in the process of relocating offices but that all other Cape SAAACA Office contact 
details would remain the same.  Members would be advised once they settled at their new Offices. 
 
The upcoming AGM meeting for this year is still in the planning phase and Ysterplaat AF base is being 
considered as a possible venue with the eye on a social occasion as well. He then went on to encourage the 
arrangement for as many as possible user friendly outdoor events for both members and guests, as being a 
member of Cape SAAACA should always be an interesting and fun association. Richard’s Somerset West fun 
shooting was hailed as just such a success story. 
 
The matter of larger display events where members put up structured displays of (part of) their collections 
were once again discussed to encourage members to share and network to promote their interest. 
 
He once again stressed the point that members should not be shy to bring a small collection to a members 
fair, as it should not be quantity but quality that counts.  A simple, small, but well planned exhibition is just as 
good as a vast display of collectables. Members were encouraged to send in suggestions for displays. The 
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date of the next fair will depend on the enthusiasm of members to proceed with the next event. To encourage 
(public) guests, a R20-00 temporary membership valid for 30 days will also be considered, as strictly 
according to law only members may attend closed events where firearms are put on display. 
 
John Lamont related that he had displayed at the Johannesburg military fair for the last 6-7 years and recently 
displayed his military whistle collection there, which was well received by the public and which proofs the point 
that not only firearms, ammunition and sharp edged weapons attracted attention. 
 
Gregg Ronne reminded the attendees that the World Championship silhouette shooting will be in operation at 
the Military range at Atlantis from the 24

th
 of September to the 4

th
 of October.  11 Countries is to participate.   

 
The Ysterplaat AAAD Arms Expo and air show (preceded by the closed commercial “heavy weight” AAAD 
EXPO till Thursday) will also occur on the 24

th
 and 25

th
 of September – probably the last for a long time in 

Cape Town as the runway at Waterkloof will be repaired by next year and the show will move back there. 
 
Members were also encouraged to advise other interest groups to forward their calendar event dates to us to 
add to our website calendar in order to promote all like minded Interest and serve as a platform through which 
the public can get in contact with all sorts of interests. 
 
The Chairman bid a special welcome to Dave Lehr, who is the son of well known deceased author Ian Lehr, 
and was invited as a special guest for the evening. As is customary with first attendances by collectors, he had 
to give a short resume of his interest/collection(s).  Dave shortly related that he became interested in F.A. 
collecting through his dad’s vast collection and has since then developed a roving eye for firearms. His main 
field of interest lies in Mauser rifles, shotguns and Security force sidearm’s. He also serves as an OC of the 
local Police diving reserve force. 
 
The Chairman then started the “Show and Tell” part of the evening by displaying a very scarce proto type R4 
bayonet in mint condition from his own collection which was one of only 100 that was available in the country.   
 

               
According to available info, 100 bayonets were purchased 
from Eickhorn of Germany for use on trials with the R4 & 
CR21 rifles. The fitting adaptor was made locally by LEW. It 
would appear that 28 of the bayonets were issued for trials 
purposes and the balance of 72 were sold on tender by 
Armscor, after sitting in storage for 20 years. The SADF also 
undertook trials on a conversion of the R1 tubular "apple-
corer" bayonet with the conversion being done by Bruce 
Wentzel. Neither of the bayonets was ever adopted.  It is 
known that Classic Arms has some of the Eickhorn bayonets 
in stock. 
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Next to take the floor was Dave Lehr who brought a Fairbairn-Sykes 3

rd
 Pattern British commando knife. 

 

        
 
He delivered an outstanding professional presentation, which received an ovation from the floor when he 
finished.  A first! 
The Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife is a double-edged knife with a 
foil grip developed by William Ewart Fairbairn and Eric Anthony 
Sykes in Shanghai before World War II, but made famous during 
the War when issued to British Commandos, the SAS and also 
the OSS and U.S.M.C. The F-S Fighting knife often is compared 
to a stiletto; the comparison is misleading, as the stiletto is for 
stabbing and has a longer, narrower (often triangular) blade that 
typically features no sharpened edge at all. The F-S Fighting 
Knife was designed exclusively for surprise attack and fighting, 
with a slender blade that can easily penetrate a ribcage. The vase 
handle grants precise grip, and the double-edged blade is integral 
to its design. The British Wilkinson Sword Company made the 
knife with minor pommel and grip design variations since January 
1941.  A total of +- 2million British designs by various companies 
were produced; while another +-20 000 were made for the OSS. 3 
Basic patterns with many variations as well as collectors pieces 
were manufactured during and after the war. The specimen that 
Dave brought is a  
“Beaded and Ribbed” Pattern 3 type as explained below: 
 

F-S: The 3 Basic Patterns:  
Pattern 1:  1940 

• Diamond knurled brass grip 

• S-hilt 

• Hand ground blade (16-17,5cm) 

• Wilkinson 

 

Pattern 2:  1941 – 1943 

• Drop forged blade (16-17.7cm) 

• No ricasso  

• Straight-hilt 

• Wilkinson 

 

Pattern 3:  1942  

• Cast ring grip 

• Machine forged blade (17,1-17.78cm) 

• Wilkinson, Rodgers & many other 

 producers  

F-S Rare Patterns 
 
During WW2 several variants were produced  (including F-S for private purchase) 
In 1942 Rodgers produced what are regarded as the finest (and rarest) of all wartime Fairbairn Sykes 
knives:  
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“Beaded & Ribbed”   and “Roped & Ribbed” 

       Rare F-S “Beaded & Ribbed” 
• Produced by Wm Rodgers from Autumn 1942 

• Handle cast in pure brass. 

• Distinctive grip pattern of rings of tiny beads, 

 spaced with sections of rings. 

• Blades are delicate and uniform. Black or nickel finish. 

(16,3-17,9cm) 

• Lighter and perfectly balanced. 

 

 
 
Frederick Stephens (Fighting Knives) and Leroy Thompson (Survival Fighting Knives) 
both claim that these rare knives were a commercial variant for private purchase only. 
(i.e. no MOD issue) 
This is not entirely correct. Olof Jansen (Gothia Arms Historical Society) has noted 
some rare cases of this type which were officially issued with the Broad arrow. 

                                                                                                                              

     Here is one of them...  

                                                                                                                                 

 

 

With regard to the previous month’s talk on WW2 snipers, Paul du Toit brought a Finnish Civil 

Guard 7.62 x 54R Mosin-Nagant m/28rifle from his collection.  This was in fact the very type used 

by the legendary Finnish top scoring sniper ace Simo Haya (542 + 200 kills), who along with most 

other Finnish snipers preferred the use of its open sights to the use of a scope during the Russo-

Finnish Winter War (1939-1940). The Model 28 was a Finnish modified standard Russian Mosin-

Nagant M-1891 bolt-action rifle, produced with improved steel barrels by a Finnish company named 

SACO between 1928 -1932.  The main difference with the Russian version was: A shorter but 

heavier and better quality steel barrel; improved trigger; single piece extractor/spring; shorter stock; 

improved rear and front sights; different and wider nose cap and the forward and rear hand guards are 

held in place by screws and not springs. The bore diameter is typically in the .308 range. A total of 33 

016 m/28’s were build before a further improved version with a similar appearance was made from 

1932 until 1940 – the m/28-30 (24 420 “officially” built). Many of them are still unearthed today 

where they were hidden in secret caches at the end of hostilities between Finland and the USSR at the 

end of their Continuation War (1941- 1944).  A prized collectors item indeed! 

 

Further information on Mosin-Nagants (Finnish and Russian) can be obtained on the excellent 

www.mosinnagant.net website.  Look out for the detailed, comprehensive articles by Vic Thomas! 

                                                                                                
Known for its accuracy, the Mosin-

Nagant may well be considered the 

most successful sniper rifle in history 

to date regarding the amount of kills 

that was claimed by its users.  (Being 

used by the Russian, Finnish and 

German Armies during WW2.) The 

sheer scale and ferociousness of the 

wars on the Eastern Front simply 

dwarfs any other theatres of war 

during this period with the Pacific in 

second place. 
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IN COMPARISON: 

 

Russian M91 rifles are 51 1/2" long, dated 1893-1925, and have the following features. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Curved rear sight 

 
Blade front sight 

 

Finnish M28 rifles are 46 1/2" long, undated, and have the following features: 

 

 
Curved rear sight 

 
Open nose cap and different front sight 

 

 

Paul Browne brought in a packet of smokes, a bible and a pair of wire cutters. The cigarettes were 

issued to South African troops at Christmas, 1941, by the South African Gifts and Comforts 

Committee and were packed by The United Tobacco Cos. (South) Ltd., 32, Kloof Street, Cape Town. 

The tin is embossed with the heads of Jan and Isie Smuts and has a reproduction of their signatures 

on the inside of the lid. It is believed that for non-smokers, similar tins contained confectionary. 
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The New Testament was issued by the same organisation at Christmas, 1943. It also sports 

reproduced signatures of Jan and Isie Smuts, with the following message, which appears to be in 

Isie’s handwriting: “We send you our best wishes for your welfare and our prayers for early victory.” 

What really “makes” this book is the solid wood carved covers. General opinion is that the wood is 

genuine olive sourced in the Holy Land. 

The wire cutters were made by Gordon’s Tools Ltd of Sheffield, England, in 

1943, and is twice embossed with the Broad Arrow. The cutting edges are 

not only adjustable but can be replaced with custom edges suitable for 

different grades of wire. In this case both edges are inscribed with the words 

“FOR MUSIC WIRE” and it can be surmised that they were intended for use 

in setting up tripwires, rigging aircraft or simply for use by regimental bands. 

 The history of the Broad Arrow is interesting: The Office of Ordnance was 

set up by Henry V111 in 1544. In 1597 it became the Board of Ordnance and 

was tasked with supplying guns, ammunition, stores and equipment to the 

King’s Navy. The Broad Arrow was used by both the Office and the Board to indicate that items 

bearing it were purchased with the monarch’s money. Later, the mark simply identified government 

property. The uniforms of British prisoners used the mark as far back as 1870 and, before that; the 

mark was used on the uniforms of criminals being transported to British penal colonies, such as 

Australia. 

In colonial times, the mark was even used by the British in North America to identify trees intended 

for ship building and to claim mast-grade trees over 600mm in diameter. The mark was made with 

three cuts of an axe. As in hallmarks, it is a criminal offence to reproduce the Broad Arrow mark 

without authority.   

Next was Kobus Bosman, who explained that he is currently doing research on small arms produced 

for the South African security forces during the Apartheid era, and asked for anybody that has got 

information, such as on the R-76, to please forward it to him. Kobus can be contacted through the 

Cape SAAACA head office since it is the policy of this body not to issue member’s contact details 

directly. 

 

Gunnar Heiberg brought a sample of custom made sights made by Mike Neumann who is world 

renowned in the black powder circles. Among the range of sights Mike is making are a number of 

precision sights for BPCS and Long Range Cartridge/Muzzle Loading use.  
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Each set is handmade and comes at a price of between R6000 to R8000 depending on requirements.  

  

Standard Long Range Rear Sight for Muzzle Loaders has Elevation ONLY in minutes and degrees, 

adjusts up to 3 degrees (180 minutes). Elevation scale is engraved on fine silver inlay. Mounts on 

tang and/or stock. 

  

This is a Parker-Hale Wind age Long Range Rear Sight for Muzzle Loaders. It has both Elevation 

and wind age and mounts on tang. It also has ample adjustments for 1000 yard usage, as can be seen 

in this picture.  

 

Mike Madlener brought in a Katana Samurai sword. According to Mike the first Samurai swords 

had a straight blade and were imported to Japan from Korea and China.  In the 8
th

 century the 

Japanese changed the swords to a curved blade which could be drawn more swiftly from the scabbard 

and had a more effective cutting edge. 

 

The point of the sword is called KISSAKI 

and is forged to be the hardest part of the 

blade. Only extremely skilled artisans were 

used to forge and polish the blades.  The 

value of these swords is determined largely 

by the quality of the blade point.  The 

Samurai warriors gave names to their 

swords as they believed that their warrior 

spirits lived 

in the 

swords. 

 

When 

Samurai 

swords were 

made and tested, part of the evaluating processes was to cut through 

the bodies of condemned criminals starting through the smaller bones 

and then moving to the areas of the larger bones. Test results were 

often recorded on the NAKAGO (metal piece attaching the sword 

blade to the hilt). 

 

Mike’s Katana has a blade length of 71 cm, is signed, and has a shark 

skin coated scabbard.  Mike also remarked that some collectors only 

collects the circular TSUBA of a Samurai sword which he feels ruins a 

sword.  Mike also brought two TSUBAS – one a circular iron from a 

very old Samurai sword and another inlaid with brass dragons from a 

Wakizashi. 
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Basic types of Samurai swords: 

 

1.  KATANA – longest blade (over 24”)   used for outdoor combat. 

     Also called NIHONTO IN Japanese  

 

2.  WAKIZASHI – 1/3 Shorter than a Katana (12-24”) used indoors 

     for more manoeuvrability.  (Another opinion from Expert Andre Olivier held that these were only 

carried by wealthy merchants who were not allowed to carry the full size Katana) 

 

3.  TANTO - Small knife used in same way as the Wakizashi. 

 

Last but not the least was John Lamont holding an object in an enclosed bag and raising many an 

eyebrow by stating that contrary to normal regulations he had brought an extremely dangerous 

weapon with no safety catch and which he had to pass around fully loaded! Out came a club-like 

object which turned out to be a First World War Trench Mace! John relates:  

 

“Once the German assault at the beginning of the Great War (later known as First World War) had 

been stopped the two sides settled into a holding war with both sides digging into trench 

fortifications.  In between the large assaults when the one side or the other tried to capture new 

ground, the activities became a stalemate with both side holding their trenches with fighting confined 

to sniper attacks on individuals or artillery duels both aimed at destroying the other side’s 

infrastructure and to lower moral. 

 

A further activity to develop was trench raiding.  This was the infiltration by small groups of the one 

side, often the Allied side, into the opposing trenches in an attempt to capture information in the form 

of documents or prisoners, or to relieve boredom.  It was quickly found that the standard weapons 

were totally unsuited to trench raiding, so weapons were developed by the frontline troops more 

suited to this highly unorthodox form of warfare.  These were mostly weapons of basic design that 

had their origins in medieval time or earlier. 

 

One of the most brutal was the Trench Mace or 

Club.  Initially any heavy blunt instrument that could 

be used in a confined space but most importantly 

quietly, these soon became an issue item crudely 

manufactured, but most terrifying.  Although of 

deadly design, the most important value no doubt 

was the psychological factor.  By its cruel and 

frightening look it was most effective if it caused the 

defender to surrender thus allowing prisoners to be 

taken that would be capable of divulging the 

enemies’ plans and also of seeding fear in the enemy 

thus lowering moral. 

 

The item on display was manufactured in Britain by NORHUMBER in 1916 it carries the "Broad 

Arrow" /I\ mark of British Government manufacture/ownership/issue.  The overall length is 49 cm 

including the 32mm (1 1/4") spike on the end.  Diameter of the galvanised steel head is 19 cm (7 

1/2") and there are 11 studs formed by nails around the head.  The handle is wood with grooves cut to 

improve grip and a hole at the handle end for a lanyard.  With a weight of 890 grams (1 lb 12 oz) it is 

truly a shocking weapon to confront, even as a collectors piece.” 
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Similar trench clubs used during WWI 

 

On that interesting note the attendees retreated to the bar where the normal networking, joking and 

other discussions continued ‘till far into the night… when some unfortunate members of the EXCO 

were ambushed by Greg Ronnie who shared his gregarious hospitality at their own peril…, that is if 

one wished to see dawn from his fine home overlooking Table Bay and have a braai for breakfast! 
 

 
 
TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP: 
 
1. Ordinary Member (Firearm Collector)    R450,00 p/a 
2. Fellow Member (Non Firearm Collector/Enthusiast)  R250,00 p/a 
3. Student Membership     R100,00 p/a 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORMS ON WEB SITE:  www.capesaaaca.co.za 
 
FEES PAYABLE: 
 
Joining fee       R150.00 
Annual subs for Private Collectors (Firearms only)   R450.00 
Categorisation and fee per Field of Interest application/review.  R250.00 
Subsequent Collectibility applications    R100.00 
Annual subs for all other secretariat collector categories   R250.00 
Student membership subs      R100.00 
Associated Dealers subs      R500,00 

 
APPLICATION FORMS ON OUR WEB SITE: 

WWW.CAPESAAACA.CO.ZA 

Greetings, 

Stephan Fourie 
Chairman 

CAPE SAAACA 

PO Box 2567, Bellville, 7535 

602 Block B, BSE Center, 89 Voortrekker Rd, Bellville  

Ph: 021-946-1712   Fax: 021-949-0045 

capesaaaca@sfa.co.za  

www.capesaaaca.co.za 

 

"The home of the discerning Private Collector" 


