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CAPE SAAACA 
P O Box 2567, BELLVILLE, 7535, South Africa 

602 Block B, BSE Centre, 89 Voortrekker Rd, Bellville, 7530 

Telephone: (021) 9461712   Facsimile: (021) 949 0045 

capesaaaca@sfa.co.za – www.sfa.co.za 
 

 

AUGUST 2010 NEWSLETTER 
 

UPCOMING AUGUST TALKS: 
 
Our next talk at 19H00 on Thursday the 26th of August 2010 at the Officers Mess of the Cape 
Town Highlanders Regt inside the Castle of Good Hope will be... 
 

Show and Tell 
 
The following talk will be at 19H00 on the 30th of September 2010 at the Officers Mess 
of the Cape Town Highlanders Regt inside the Castle of Good Hope. 

 

 
CHAIRMAN: 
 
With Spring round the corner we are hopefully able to emerge from hibernation from a truly strong Cape winter 
and involve ourselves with outside activities.  Let’s see more participants at our shoots! 
 
Firearm License woes: 
 
Or would one rather say SAPS CFR woes?  It’s like a nightmare spaghetti western with bad script writers and 
even worse incompetent actors going into yet another sequel and getting bad box office hits.  Seems like we 
are going to see 2010 running its course with no end in sight and the 2006 amendment act still in the wings 
with no news as to when we can expect that to surface.  With diverge views and opinions on the matter, I 
would caution those who think that this will disappear when we wake up, to the contrary I would suggest 
remaining astute and prepared and with all your license applications duly done lest you get caught under a 
bad ending with your pants down.  Within the bigger picture Private Collectors, however few and marginalised, 
remain the last true custodians of a specialised national heritage asset, and we should become far more 
involved and pro active in pursuing that to promote our underlying passion and interest.  I fear this is an aspect 
not appreciated by the authorities, nor protected by those so mandated. 
 
We can only hope that the Civilian Secretariat of Police will survive politics and be true to its mandate in 
protecting our collective interest in the name of good governance.  Equally so we can also only hope that the 
results of the pending court cases will deliver fair and equitable results and that the authorities at least will 
honour the courts’ ruling.  Many more than narrow interests are at stake. 
 
2010 AGM: 
 
Can hardly believe it, but we already are looking at another year having run its sand!  Soon it will be time for 
this year’s AGM, and we already started planning for it.  This year’s AGM will be a reporting event as last year 
was the reporting/voting year. 
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Change of registered address: 
 
We are in the process of moving Offices at the end of the month, but due to extended renovations to the new 
premises we will only notify you of the new street address later.  The rest of our contact details (telephone, 
email and post box) remain the same.  Contact me should you have any further questions. 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
 
Members are also reminded NOT to submit any formal membership documents at any of our events, but to 
post it to our postal address by registered mail or alternative submit it in person to our Offices in Bellville.  It is 
imperative that we keep proper control over such important and confidential legal documents. 
 

To license a firearm as a collector, one has to be a Categorised Private Collector AND attach the 
following supporting documentation to each SAP 271 license application; 

 
1. Covering Cape SAAACA letter confirming attachments to be stamped by the SAP DFO. 
2. Stamped/signed/dated sworn avadavat of your Categorisation certification as Private Collector 

reflecting your Field of Interest details. 
3. Stamped/signed/dated copy of your approved Motivation per Field of Interest. 
4.  Stamped/signed/dated copy your Field of Interest Schedule. 
5. Copy of your current CS membership card reflecting your status as categorised private collector and 

good standing. 
 
Without these specific documents one cannot apply for a firearm license as a private collector. 
 
If you have any queries, contact the Membership Convenor, Robert Nothhaft, at roronoma@telkomsa.net. 
 

Refer our web site www.capesaaaca.co.za for SAPS CFR related forms or go directly to; 
http://www.saps.gov.za/crime_prevention/firearms/formseng.htm 

 

 
 

WEB SITE: 
 

www.capesaaaca.co.za 
 

Download application forms, refer to popular links, keep abreast of affairs as it unfolds, etc. 
 
Part of our web site is to keep you informed of all CAPE SAAACA EVENTS and other related 
interest group activities.  Members are reminded to submit information on any related activities and 
or events to be included on our web site calendar.  Invite all those other clubs and associations with 
complementing interests to post their events for free to promote it as a site where everyone can go 
to see on one site what’s on when.  Contact the webmaster at: webmaster@capesaaaca.co.za 
 
To help YOU promote your own collection, we are going to create a “FINDERS CORNER” where 
everyone can post notices of such items they are still looking for.  Mail a list with your direct contact 
details of what you are looking for to the Chairman. 
 

The “MEMBERSHIP FORUM” is the space to post interesting subject topics or post questions on 
research matters you might be looking for some advice.  Submit such information to 
web@capesaaaca.co.za or forward to the Chairman. 
 
Our web site also offers an opportunity for anybody to advertise for free any firearm or general 
militaria or historical artefacts they wish to sell.  See “TRADERS CORNER”.   Visit our web site to 
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view some excellent bargains!  Contact our webmaster with the necessary information, a digital 
picture in Jpeg format and price and contact details.  webmaster@capesaaaca.co.za 
 
We suggest you refer anyone who decided to get rid of their firearms to place a free add on 
our web site and or to contact Andrew to have it put on auction rather than hand it in to the 
SAPS for destruction. 
 

ACCREDITED DEALERS: 
 

Visit our web site to support our accredited dealers. 
 
CITY GUNS: www.cityguns.co.za ; info@cityguns.co.za ; 021 424 9030 
 
CLASSIC ARMS: www.classicarms.co.za ; andrew@classicarms.co.za ; 013 656 2923 

AUCTION 31 October 2009 – visit web site 

 
SUBURBAN GUNS Plumstead:  Charles Montgomery.  www.suburbanguns.co.za ; 021 797 8787 
 
PAROW ARMS & AMMO:  www.parowarms.co.za ; Joe Da Silva at parowarms@mweb.co.za ; 
021 939 8835 
 
ELCAPRISCO ARMS & AMMO: Herbie Johnson & Henk Mulder at sales@elcaprisco.co.za or 
www.elcaprisco.co.za 
 
CFW: Specialist dehumidifiers at affordable prices. Visit www.cfw.co.za or contact Ralph at 
Ralph@cfw.co.za ; 021 931 3165 

 
ZIMBI BOOKS: www.zimbibooks.com  with a 5% discount to Cape SAAACA members, quote membership number. 
 
THE MILITARY BOOKSHOP:  Johan van den Berg at warbooks@mweb.co.za with a 10% discount ditto 

above 
 
The “DEALERS MARKET” on our web allows Dealers to offer various items for sale to Collectors.  
More later, but let it suffice that we have to do everything we can to promote networking on all 
levels to ensure the big picture survival of all role players to allow us a place in the sun to pursue 
our interest as Private Collectors.   
 

 

 

CAPE SAAACA SHOOTING DISCIPLINES: 
 
While we as collectors learn a lot from historical records about our collections, shooting them 
teaches us what was possible and how they performed.  That certainly opens new insights around 
our interest fields.   
 

Although past attendance established that current interest were more on fun shoots, we hope to 
attract enough attention in the various categories to eventually facilitate formal historical shoots and 
possible competitions. 

 

COME AND TRY YOUR HAND WITH THAT CHERISHED PIECE IN YOUR SAFE THAT LONGS TO HEAR 
ITSELF ONCE AGAIN COME ALIVE FOR WHAT IT WAS MANUFACTURED FOR, AND TO SHARE IT AT 
A SHOW AND TELL MEETING WITH FELLOW COLLECTORS! 
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FUTURE SHOOTS: 
 
DATES:  Sat 4

th
 of September 

 
   Sat 2

nd
 of October 

      

TIME:   09H30 for 10H00. (Duration possibly till lunch time 13H00) 

VENUE: Range 1 (Handgun Range) NSADF Range at ATLANTIS off the R307 highway. 

RANGE OFFICERS: Graeme Smith RO in charge   

Francois du Toit (Safety) 

COSTS: R20,00 

 

Shoots at Atlantis can unfortunately only be booked quarterly in advance and you will be advised 

of the next quarter’s dates in our next newsletter and it will also be posted our web site calendar.  

 

Report from the Range Officer:  Graeme Smith – graemesmith@mtnloaded.co.za 
 

We had a great shoot this month. We had plenty of shooters and a few visitors/guests. Once again, 
all was quite keen to let the guests use their firearms. More members are often keen to offer other 
members to try their hand at shooting with their firearms. 
 
Discussions about firearms and ammunition are always the order of the day. Every shoot day also 
turns into a show-and-tell day. Thanks, Brian Biggs, for the very informative lesson in shotguns and 
their cartridges, although I should have taken notes on the latter.  
 
I find the numbering system on shotgun cartridges incredibly stupid and out-dated. Why they don’t 
upgrade it to a more sensible system, I don’t know. Or, at least, make the complete casing out of 
clear plastic so that one can see exactly what you have, as I have seen a sample of.  
  
Hunting rifles semi-auto’s and handguns were the order of the day at the last shoot, as well as 
shotguns.  
  
The next shoot should be well attended as well, so bring your firearms, your family and some friends 
and neighbours along. What’s the use of collecting firearms if you cannot shoot it, or at least show it 
or share it with other shooters or even non-shooters?   
 
About our shoots: 
 
Every Cape SAAACA shoot is a casual and open, shoot-what-you-bring day.  
 
Our new range has turned out to be a very nice under cover range to shoot from and it allows us to 
put up handgun and rifle targets anywhere from 25m to 100m at the same time.  
 
If there are any members with ideas or suggestions on these shoots, please do not hesitate to 
contact either myself or Stephan.  
 
If you feel that you want to shoot that nice collectors piece to get the cobwebs out of it, please feel 
free to contact us through our web-site www.capesaaaca.co.za or just pop in at Range 1, in Atlantis, 
normally every 1st Saturday of every month.  

 

IT’S FUN AND IT SMELLS OF CORDITE! 
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Notes on the monthly talks held on the 29th of July 2010 at the CTH mess at the Castle: (Where 

possible members submitted their own notes on the topics displayed) 

 

The evening was attended by 32 members and guests. The Chairman started proceedings by inquiring 

whether anyone had problems receiving the newsletters. Members were reminded to update CAPE 

SAAACA a.s.p. should their e-mail addresses and other details change as it is impossible to keep 

track of everyone unless CAPE SAAACA is notified. Members were also encouraged to submit 

suggestions to spice up the current newsletter as the aim is to produce an interesting read. 

 

He then elaborated on the current state of affairs regarding the Fire Arms Control Act. He was 

impressed with the submission produced by the Hunters Association and the currently things seem to 

be moving in a positive direction. During a recent telecom conference NAACSA expressed their 

impatience with promises not kept and duly reflected in their submission to the Secretariat.  It also 

looks like the Police are currently trying to settle this issue out of court. 

 

Members with unfinished Categorisation Private Collector applications were strongly urged to submit 

their submissions to allow for the subsequent evaluation process which might still require 

amendments/improvements if so indicated.  Rather than leaving it till the FCA issue force our hands 

and then expect immediate results.  The Private Collector application are no simple administrative 

process and requires good research to establish the applicants’ own bona fides as true collector and 

that he has a valid field of interest.   

 

When applying for firearm licences to the SAPS CFR, Applicants were requested to attach a covering 

letter with lists of documents and addendums attached with their applications as experience has 

showed that the Police tend to rip applications apart, loose documents in the process and therefore 

delays are experienced when documents are in wanting, or even end up being refused on the grounds 

of insufficient motivation.  Copies of your full application should always be kept on record.  CAPE 

SAAACA has a pro forma covering letter for Private Collector purpose available on request allowing 

for a space where the SAPS DFO must stamp/sign.  We find that in some instances individual DFO’s 

refuse to stamp/sign casual looking letters. 

 

During questions and discussions on this issue one member conveyed that by dialling ph no: 012 

3536100 – the Police are able to trace exactly the state and whereabouts of their application on 

computer. The Chairman also encouraged members with long outstanding and especially problematic 

applications to e-mail all the details to him so that he can contact the dedicated Private Collectors HQ 

Officer at CFR  to follow it up. 
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Lastly, the Chairman stated that from a heritage viewpoint there is sadly a heavy increase of dealers 

exporting weapons out of the country as SA Government controlled museums are currently not 

interested due to political correctness and the order of then Minister Pallo Jordan to remove all 

firearm related displays.  From his Office he is networking with various Curators to promote the 

national asset importance of it.  

 

Next on the list was the prepared talk by Pierre de Villiers who did an interesting power point 

presentation on sniping and snipers during the Second World War period. Pierre relates: 

 

 

 

“The use of snipers in WWII and subsequent conflicts has always been a somewhat controversial 

topic due to the importance of the psychological and propaganda influence they could create during 

warfare.  I have investigated 3 of the belligerent powers that took part in the war and look at their use 

of snipers in an operational/doctrinal sense and the relevant propaganda aspects. 

 

Soviet Russia was on paper the best prepared regarding trained “snipers” (most – simply good 

marksmen) at the beginning of the conflict with 60 000 “trained snipers” in the field. The Soviets had 

been severely bloodied in the Russo Finnish Winter war of 1939-40.  In this short war the Finns made 

use of their deep forests and terrain to use snipers to their best potential, many being experienced 

hunters. The Soviets quickly realised the value of their snipers and used them to very good effect 

early on in the German invasion of their territory. The battle for Stalingrad was one of the most hard 

fought battles during the war were snipers showed their value in demoralising the enemy and 

eliminating leaders. 

 

The Soviets made best use of sniper propaganda during the war. They developed a type of sniper cult 

were snipers was honoured and received hero status in battling the invaders. They were the only 

power to use female snipers on a large scale. This was also a very valuable propaganda tool. 
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SOVIET SCOPE PICTURE STANDARD 4X SCOPE 

 

 

SOVIET SNIPER PAIR USING 4 X PE SCOPES 

 

Their snipers normally operated in pairs with a spotter and a shooter. Both were shooters and would 

take turns spotting and shooting. The main sniper rifle in use by the Russians was the standard 

military 7.62 x 54R Mosin-Nagant M 1891/1930 bolt-action rifle with a Zeiss-based PE or PEM (4 x 

mag.) scope during the early period of the war, while shorter massed produced PU (3.5 x mag.) 

scopes were used later on. In order to accommodate the scopes which was mounted above the 

receivers, minor modifications were made to the rifles by lengthening the short bolt handles curving 

downwards. 

 

 

MOSIN-NAGANT WITH 3.5 x PU SCOPE ILLUSTRATING THE SNIPER MODIFICATIONS 
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Nazi Germany was wholly unprepared regarding organised snipers. The only organisation that 

started sniping schools during the inter war period was the Waffen SS. The Germans adopted the 

British WWI sniper tactics and used that as their base for their doctrine. They quickly realised the 

value of snipers and by war’s end there were about 30 sniper “schools” in use. The German snipers 

operated mostly alone although there were numerous cases of pairs working together. They were the 

only nation to procure special grade ammunition for sniping. During the Normandy battles and the 

Italian campaign the German snipers proved their worth in holding up large Allied formations and 

extracting a heavy toll of their soldiers. This had a severely demoralising effect on many soldiers on 

the receiving end with the result that snipers captured were shot out of hand. 

 

                                                                                                                                                               

GERMAN SNIPER WITH MSW WETZLAR 4x SCOPE ON A SHORT RAIL MOUNT                WAFFEN SS SNIPER PAIR 

 

Standard Sniper rifle preferred by the Germans was the bolt-action Mauser KAR 98k with a variety 

of scopes, ranging from the short Zf41 (1.5 x) extended eye-relief telescoping sights rather used for 

“snap-shooting” to the popular Zeiss Zeilvier 4x mag. Some gas-operated semi-automatic G43’s with 

ZF-4 scopes were also used for sniping but on a lesser scale. Other scopes in use (some up to 6x 

mag.) were made by Ajak, Hensoldt, and Kahles, featuring some of the best optical quality of the 

period. 

 

 

KAR 98K WITH DIALYTAN 4 X SCOPE ON DOUBLE CLAW MOUNT 

 

 

The British and commonwealth army’s continued with their WWI tactics and had sniper schools 

operating during the inter war years. Canadian snipers had their first successes with the Dieppe 

landings taking out a German gun battery. British snipers operated in pairs with a sniper and spotter. 
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Grate care was taken with camouflage and field craft. They were the only nation using a dedicated 

spotting telescope designed for sniper use. Later in the war dedicated sniper cammo uniforms were 

designed for use in the field. 

 

                                           

                     CANADIAN SNIPER WITH SS CAMMO SMOCK                                       DEDICATED BRITISH CAMMO SNIPER UNIFORM 

 

The sniper weapon of choice for the British and Canadians was the Lee-Enfield No.4 Mk 1 (T) .303 

rifle with a No.32 (3.5 x) telescopic sight – originally designed for use on the Bren gun. Uniquely 

amongst sniper rifles for the era, the Mk 4 (T) was fitted with a special cheek-piece to the stock to 

help raise the shooters eye-line to the scope.  

 

         

                                          

 

Other famous sniper rifles in use during the WW2 was the American .30-06-caliber Springfield 

M1903A4  fitted with a Weaver Model 330C (2,5x) telescopic sight mounted on a Redfield mount, 

while the US Marines used the Springfield 1903A1 with a Lyman 5A scope (5x mag.) – later 

upgraded to a Unertl (8x mag.) The Japanese used the Ariska type 99 Sniper Rifle in 7.7x58mm and 

the older model Ariska Type 97 Sniper Rifle in 6.5x50mm. Scopes in use for these rifles were 2,5 

and 4x7 mag. 
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Great controversy still rages around the so called sniper “Aces”. It would seem that many of the 

Russian claims and tallies of their snipers were inflated for propaganda purposes. The Germans had a 

very strict criteria to claim a kill that had to be verified by an Officer, thus their snipers were possibly 

not always credited with all their true “kills”. 

 

The top scorer of the short but brutal Russo-Finnish Winter War was a small Finn Simo Haya with 

542 confirmed kills (200 +- kills at close range with a sub-machine gun). The interesting part here is 

that he, like most Finnish snipers, preferred using open sights most of the time. Given that this war 

lasted 105 days (+-27 000 Finns – 127 000 Russian dead) - this was quite a feat. Haya used a Model 

28 rifle (a Finnish-issue Mosin-Nagant). 

 

 

                                 

 

SIMO HAYA - 542 CONFIRMED KILLS)                     MIKHAIL IILYICH SURKOV - OFFICIAL SOVIET TOP SNIPER ACE ACCREDITED                     

                                                                    WITH 702 KILLS. SURKOV AND THIS CLAIM REMAINS A CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE.  

                             

3
rd

 BEST LISTED SOVIET SNIPER IVAN SIDORENCO (+-500 kills -         DANGEROUS LADY: TOP SOVIET FEMALE SNIPER    

                                                                 LUDMILLA  PAVLENCO (309 KILLS) 
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THE REAL VASILY SAITSEV (+-400 KILLS)               MATTHIAS HETZENAUER - 345 CONFIRMED KILLS (  +- 200) 

 

Pierre also showed some excerpts from the movie “ENEMY AT THE GATES” which featured some 

interesting and realistic (Hollywood style) scenes based on the Stalingrad sniper duels build around 

the legendary Russian sniper Vasily Saitsev – ranked 13
th

 best Soviet sniper of the war. The movie 

ended with the famous shootout between Saitsev and a certain German Major Erwin Koenig – 

supposedly from the German Sniper Training school – but there is no evidence that Koenig actually 

existed and the legend might be the fabrication of Soviet propaganda and Hollywood writer 

creativeness. 

 

Recommended reading on WW2 Sniper issues are the books “SNIPING – AN ILLUSTRATED 

HISTORY” by P. Farey & M. Spicer (Currently available at Exclusive books) and “SNIPER ON 

THE EASTERN FRONT” by A. Wacker – the memoirs of Sepp Allenberger – 2
nd

 highest German 

sniper Ace with 257+ kills. 

 

Following Pierre’s talk PAUL BROWNE produced a handful of 7.62 x 54R Russian cartridges as 

used in the Mosin-Nagant sniper rifle. These cartridges are easily identified by their long necks, 

sharply tapered shoulders, chamfered rims and large primer caps. They are usually encountered in a 

variety of case colours and brightly-coloured bullet tips. Standard Communist Bloc ammunition is 

always made with steel casings and steel-cored bullets. The interesting case colours come about 

because of the use of camouflage lacquer coatings (a variety of browns, greys and greens) and copper 

“washes”. 
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Bullet tip colours follow the standard Warsaw Pact format and include: 

Yellow – heavy ball (around 180 grns) 

Silver – light ball (Paul has always understood that these are the sniper’s choice) 

Green – tracer 

Black – armour piercing 

Black over red – armour piercing incendiary (obsolete code) 

Black over yellow – armour piercing incendiary (latest code) 

Purple over red – armour piercing incendiary tracer 

Black over green – reduced velocity ball for silenced weapons  

Red bullet with purple tip – armour piercing incendiary tracer 

Red bullet with black tip – armour piercing incendiary (obsolete code) 

Green bullet with green case – reduced velocity ball for silenced weapons. 

 

 

 

The standard ball cartridge is approximately in the same class as the 30-06 Springfield with a muzzle 

velocity of around 2800 ft/sec and a useable range of 400 metres. The 7.62 x 54R is also used in the 

Communist PKM and Goryunov machine guns. Western manufactured cartridges are also found, and 

these are produced principally for use in rifles (mostly ex-Korean war) sold through surplus stores. 

They will be easy to spot because of the non-magnetic cases and bullets.  

 

After the official talks ended further discussions followed in the bar with members enthusiastically 

networking as usual until fairly late… 
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TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP: 
 
1. Ordinary Member (Private Firearm Collector)   R450,00 p/a 
2. Fellow Member (Non Firearm Collector/Enthusiast)  R250,00 p/a 
3. Student Membership      R100,00 p/a 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORMS ON WEB SITE:  www.capesaaaca.co.za 
 
FEES PAYABLE: 
 
Joining fee        R150.00 
Annual subs for Private Collectors (Firearms only)   R450.00 
Categorisation and fee per Field of Interest application/review. R250.00 
Subsequent Collectibility applications    R100.00 
Annual subs for all other secretariat collector categories  R250.00 
Student membership subs      R100.00 
Associated Dealers subs      R500,00 
 

APPLICATION FORMS ON OUR WEB SITE: 
 

WWW.CAPESAAACA.CO.ZA 

Greetings, 

Stephan Fourie 
Chairman 

CAPE SAAACA 

PO Box 2567, Bellville, 7535 

602 Block B, BSE Center, 89 Voortrekker Rd, Bellville  

Ph: 021-946-1712   Fax: 021-949-0045 

capesaaaca@sfa.co.za  

www.capesaaaca.co.za 

 

 

"The home of the discerning Private Collector" 


